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Message from the President
and Chair, Board of Directors
This year, Let’s Talk Science took these
words to heart while celebrating our
25th anniversary. We reflected on our
past, how much the world has changed,
– Peter Drucker
and the critical importance of education
transformation for Canadian youth.
We maintained our commitment to
innovation while engaging approximately one million youth and educators
in more than 1,600 communities. This annual report highlights some of our
efforts and impact supporting youth in an era of transformation. We help
children and youth fulfill their potential and develop skills they need for
future work and citizenship demands. Engaging youth in science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM)-based learning builds critical skills, knowledge
and attitudes that are empowering and enabling.

“If you want something
new, you have to stop
doing something old.”

Hilary Foulkes, P.Geo

Bonnie Schmidt,
CM, PhD, FRSC

Board of Directors
2018-2019
Hilary Foulkes, Chair
Rob Annan, Vice-Chair
Michele Noble, Secretary
Warren Granger, Treasurer
Bruce Archibald, Director
Andre Boysen, Director
Randy Frank, Director
Jonathan Kochis, Director
Leann Sweeney, Director
Linda Thomas, Director

Early Years to Grade 12 education in Canada is complex. Let’s Talk
Science remains a trusted national partner because we listen and are
responsive, evolving how we work in order to improve learning outcomes.
Key achievements in 2018-19 included the development of a brand new
consolidated website that vastly improves user experience with our digital
learning resources. We also launched a partnership with the Government
of Saskatchewan to train teachers and students together with broadcast
technology. It was so successful that phase two now includes nation-wide
access. We adapted our traditional Outreach program to build a sustainable
model in the far north. With Living Space, we evolved the way we offer
‘citizen science’ projects to incorporate student interventions along with data
gathering, encouraging evidence-based decision making by youth.
Committed to equity, diversity and inclusion, Let’s Talk Science provides all
youth programming at no cost to schools and communities. We ensure that
financial capability does not prevent program access for any youth. We have
a balanced approach to gender inclusion and half our reach is to girls. This
year, we directly engaged more than 25,000 Indigenous youth with programs
relevant to them.
For this report, we invited some participants to share their Let’s Talk Science
stories. They are a testament to the importance and value of our work. We are
indebted to our board of directors, staff, volunteers, partners and supporters
for their ongoing commitment to our mission. Without them, our work would
not be possible. Together we are inspiring futures and developing creative,
critical thinkers who will lead Canada into the future.

Impact in 2018-2019
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IMPACTED

1 MILLION

Nearly

4,000

youth and
educators

across Canada

59,000+

VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEER HOURS

WITH YOUTH

coast-to-coast-to-coast

18,200 classrooms

PARTICIPATED IN

national projects

50

Approximately

2 MILLION
PAGE VIEWS
of web content

Outreach sites
ACROSS
CANADA

7,750+
LEARNING
SESSIONS

delivered
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1993

1995

1996

Let’s Talk Science founded
by Bonnie Schmidt, in
London, Ontario

First Science Now!!!
Educator Conference

Let’s Talk Science now stretches
from coast-to-coast, with Memorial
University of Newfoundland

2013

2012

2011

IdeaPark launches online
for Early Years to
Grade 3 educators

First Spotlight on
Science Learning research
paper is published

RaDI N2 & You launches

2014

2015

2016

Educator professional learning,
Summer Institutes launch

Receive $12.5 million
over five years
from the Government of Canada

Let’s Talk Science announces
Canada 2067 initiative

Join the TomatosphereTM
consortium

in partnership with the
Canadian Space Agency

Celebrating 25 years!

1998

2001

2004

Let’s Talk Science
incorporates with
charitable status

National Volunteer
Awards launch

Science Now!!!
Professional Learning
workshops launch

Wings of Discovery
program developed

2009

2008

2005

CurioCity launches online for
Grade 8 to 12 youth and educators

25 Outreach sites
across Canada

First Let’s Talk Science
Challenge
(McMaster University Outreach)

First STEMCell Talks
(University of Toronto, St. George)

2017

2018

2019

First Francophone Challenge

Living Space launches

50 Outreach sites

(Université de Sherbrooke)

in partnership with the
Canadian Space Agency

Indigenous Outreach
Training program launch

Named in the Government
of Canada’s Federal budget
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Finding the spark
that ignites the flame
Talking live to someone who’s 350 km away isn’t
usually that big of a deal - unless that distance is
straight up. That was the thrill for students at École
Champs Vallée School, in Beaumont, Alberta. In April
2019, they participated in a downlink with Canadian
Space Agency (CSA) astronaut, David Saint-Jacques
aboard the International Space Station (ISS).

“Space is a spark that ignites the flame of curiosity,”
says Amanda Green, who teaches science to Grades
7-9 French immersion students at École Champs
Vallée School. “Being able to have projects that
take the core curriculum and apply it to real-world
situations is an excellent way to teach. And having it
available in French is incredible.”

The special opportunity was part of the students’
work on the Living Space project, created in
partnership with Let’s Talk Science and the Canadian
Space Agency (CSA).

It’s not the first time that Green has used one of
Let’s Talk Science’s citizen-science projects. Every
year, her students participate in TomatosphereTM, a
program offered in Canada by Let’s Talk Science, in
partnership with the CSA, Stokes Seeds, HeinzSeed
and the University of Guelph.

In 2018-2019, Let’s Talk Science launched into
space in collaboration with the CSA to celebrate
Saint-Jacques’ mission to the ISS. Participating
Grades 6-12 educators and their students studied
environmental conditions in their classrooms
and the effects of humidity, carbon dioxide and
temperature to their health and well-being. The
students also learned digital literacy skills in analytics
and coding, to program sensors and record the data.
Participating classrooms, and the ISS, shared their
findings with each other through a national
Let’s Talk Science database.

For the TomatosphereTM project, students plant two
different packages of seeds: one that was exposed
to space or space-like conditions, and one that
wasn’t. They don’t know which is which until after
they’ve planted, grown, cared for and recorded
information about the plants into a
national database.
The findings from this project help researchers
determine the future of growing nutritional food in
the harsh elements of outer space.
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18,200 classrooms
(445,000 students)

live-streamed broadcasts. In fact, in a survey,
89 percent of educators said that Living Space
increased their enthusiasm for teaching STEM.

participated in national
science projects

Green has worked closely with Julie Arsenault, a
teacher at Michael Strembitsky School in Edmonton.
They met at a science conference, and talk often
about strategies and joint projects. “Having someone
to bounce ideas around is invaluable,” says Green.

TomatosphereTM has also prompted Green to start her
own projects that get students to try to grow food in
nutrient-deficient soil.
Available for all grade levels, projects like Living
Space and TomatosphereTM, are based on real
scientific problems; there are no “right or wrong”
answers and no prescribed outcomes. Students build
their inquiry and questioning skills, contribute to the
greater scientific community and explore STEM in
relevant ways.
“Let’s Talk Science aligns nicely with the curriculum
outcomes,” says Green. “But it’s more than that;
the programs engage participants in the thrill of
discovery, working on real scientific problems.”
Green says these experiments allow her students to
pursue genuine inquiry-based learning. To her, that’s
doing problem-solving, and acquiring the skills to ask
and answer questions themselves.
The programs support the development of youth into
creative, critical thinkers and knowledgeable citizens.
That’s what’s needed to participate and thrive in
tomorrow’s careers, and a complex world.
Let’s Talk Science programs and projects can be
transformative. Green recalls one particularly “active”
Grade 7 student who became enamoured with
TomatosphereTM. So much so, that he continued to
grow the plants at home, make observations and
share them with Green into the next grade – long
after the project ended, even though she wasn’t
teaching him anymore.
Green wasn’t surprised by the passion. It happens,
she says, “when we’re teaching the scientific method
in a meaningful way.”
Teachers can become more passionate too,
she says, when they engage with colleagues around
Let’s Talk Science initiatives. Let’s Talk Science
connects educators with a community of learners,
through in-person workshops, online webinars and

Together, Green and Arsenault were given the
2018 Alberta Teachers’ Association Science Council
Outstanding Teacher award for their project on
space sciences. They continued with their spacethemed projects, having students build “Martian
greenhouses”, for instance, and test them against
replicated elements such as radiation and harsh
weather conditions.
To Green, Let’s Talk Science has been a key part of
her professional development. She loves that the
resources are free, ready-to-use, well-supported
and, most importantly, so stimulating. The ideas and
activities have allowed her to try new things and push
her limits, which is what she wants her students to do
as well.
“It supports risk-taking and has been very
empowering,” she says. Her thoughts for educators
unfamiliar with Let’s Talk Science? “Be brave and try it.”
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Visits to
Indigenous communities
promote equity and inclusion
In March 2019, volunteer Kirsten Nelson was in a
classroom in Attawapiskat, ON watching students
squeeze mashed up graham crackers through
pantyhose. The goal of the activity: simulate the
digestive system. “They’ll never forget it,” she says.
Nelson had recently completed the Indigenous
training program developed by Let’s Talk Science
and was excited about the chance to apply what
she learned while volunteering in Attawapiskat
First Nation, a community in Northern Ontario
at the mouth of the Attawapiskat River on James
Bay. For one week, Nelson visited the community’s
elementary school and high school, seeing every
student at least twice.
The opportunity excited Nelson. This was her
second trip to an Indigenous community, her first,
four months earlier, was to Deer Lake First Nation,
about an hour north of Sioux Lookout by plane, east
of the Manitoba border. There, she spent a full week
at an elementary school teaching students about
dinosaurs, and building bridges both in-school and
within the community.

Let’s Talk Science takes a multi-pronged approach
to engage Indigenous children and youth across
the country and its youth outreach strategy guided
by a National Indigenous Advisory Council. Let’s
Talk Science also provides specialized training
for all Outreach coordinators and volunteers who
work in Indigenous communities. Approximately
124 coordinators and volunteers completed the
Indigenous training program in 2018-2019.
Guided by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s
Calls to Action, this training program provides staff
and volunteers with a new level of knowledge and
understanding of Indigenous histories, worldviews,
and perspectives. The training program consists of
six training videos with perspectives from diverse and
esteemed individuals; a training manual and group
facilitated discussions. “I felt so energized after I left
the workshop, that so many things were possible,“
says Nelson, a teacher, who is currently completing
her PhD in math at Carleton University in Ottawa.
The Let’s Talk Science Indigenous training program
helps to ensure that STEM learning experiences are
as meaningful and transformative for Indigenous
youth as they are for non-Indigenous.
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“This training enables staff and volunteers to adjust
activities to be respectful of Indigenous ways of
knowing and styles of learning,” says Bonnie Schmidt,
President and founder of Let’s Talk Science.
Let’s Talk Science is committed to providing
meaningful and relevant learning experiences
that are accessible to and inclusive of, all learners
regardless of gender, geography, culture, language,
abilities, and financial status. Since 1993, Let’s
Talk Science has reached over 2,000 different
communities across Canada, within every province,
and as far north as Resolute Bay, Nunavut.

“Mentorship can always be helpful.
But if you can see yourself in the
mentor, someone with a similar
background, you can say if they’ve
figured it out maybe I can too.”
– Taylor Jamieson

In mentoring Cornwall youth, Jamieson says her
greatest goal is seeing a student’s confidence rise.

Last year, Let’s Talk Science continued partnerships in
remote areas such as Moberly Lake, BC, High Prairie,
AB, and Inuvik, NT. That included work with local
schools and the communities at large.

“A lot of the students are extremely shy,” she says.
“The biggest outcome for me is if we reach science
fair day and students who were shaking with fear are
now happy, realizing they had fun and are fine.”

“The kids look at you with big eyes, like what have you
got in that magic bag,” says Nelson. “The kits are an
amazing resource, they’re well thought out, and so
aligned with curriculum expectations too.”

For Jamieson, volunteering with Let’s Talk Science
has also improved her own skills in communications
and presentations. Talking to young people about
science could even give her a boost professionally
down the road. “It might help me when it comes to
speaking with patients,” she says, “as I’m considering
going into pediatrics.”

The training has been invaluable to Nelson who also
volunteers with the Let’s Talk Science Aboriginal
Mentorship Program that supports Indigenous youth
at a high school in Cornwall, ON.
Taylor Jamieson, who is pursuing her PhD in oncology
at the University of Ottawa also volunteers with these
eager high school students. For Jamieson, who is
Indigenous herself, the program can give younger
students advice and inspiration.
A few times a year, Jamieson visits the Cornwall
school to run activities and help a group of
Indigenous students prepare for a science fair at
the University of Ottawa. Throughout the year,
the students can also contact Jamieson for
overall guidance.
She has mentored a few students from Grade 10
all the way through the end of high school. One is
now studying math at university, and another is in
nursing school.
Jamieson began volunteering with Let’s Talk Science
while doing her undergraduate studies at the
University of Winnipeg. She loved the idea of working
with kids, having already volunteered at a children’s
hospital. When she moved to Ottawa, continuing her
involvement with Let’s Talk Science was automatic.
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Let’s Talk Science Outreach Site Partners
25 Years

Western University
Queen’s University
University of Ottawa

Over 20 Years

Simon Fraser University
University of Victoria
Memorial University of Newfoundland
University of British Columbia
McMaster University
University of Guelph
University of Toronto, St. George campus

Over 15 Years

McGill University
University of Alberta
University of Winnipeg
Dalhousie University
University of Manitoba
Carleton University
University of Calgary
University of Toronto, Mississauga campus

YUKON

Over 10 Years

University of New Brunswick, Fredericton campus
University of Saskatchewan
University of Toronto, Scarborough campus
Cambrian College
Laurentian University

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

N

6-10 Years

York University
Université du Québec à Montréal
University of Waterloo
Fleming College
Confederation College
University of Prince Edward Island
Cape Breton University
University of New Brunswick, Saint John campus
University of Lethbridge
Université de Sherbrooke
Concordia University
Ontario Tech University
Fanshawe College
Memorial University of Newfoundland, Grenfell campus
Mount Allison University

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

ALBERTA

M

1-5 Years

University of Windsor
Loyalist College
Ryerson University
Université de Moncton, Moncton campus
Université de Moncton, Edmunston campus
Brock University
Brandon University
Lakehead University, Orillia campus
Lakehead University, Thunder Bay campus
University of the Fraser Valley
University of British Columbia, Okanagan campus
First Nations University of Canada
Aurora Research Institute

New 2018-2019

Université du Québec à Chicoutimi

SASKATCHEWAN

Let’s Talk Science Outreach Sites
Outreach Visits (2018-19)
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Let’s Talk Science
Outreach in 2018-2019:

➡ More than 330,000 children and youth

interactions

➡ Over 25,000 Indigenous youth interactions

➡ Partnered with more than 3,200 educators

➡ Delivered 7,500 hands-on/minds-on activities
➡ Visited over 525 unique communities across

Canada

➡ Over $869,900 donated by

post-secondary institutions

NUNAVUT

NEW
FOU
ND
LA
ND
AN
DL

AB
RA

MANITOBA
QUEBEC

ONTARIO

P.E.I.
NEW
BRUNSWICK

NOVA
SCOTIA

DO
R
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Building skills for life
Marianne Stanford likes to say that if you can’t
explain what you do to a five-year-old, you don’t
understand it well enough yourself.
To her, that means keep things simple, relatable and
engaging. That philosophy has served her well in her
career. Stanford is Vice President of Research and
Development at IMV Inc. in Halifax, NS, a company
involved in immuno-oncology. IMV develops
immunotherapeutic agents that activate and direct
T-cells against cancer.
In her role, Stanford spends a lot of time talking about
science, in plain language, to the public, shareholders,
regulators and other stakeholder groups.
“You learn how to craft a message,” she says.
She didn’t know it at the time, but her volunteering
roles with Let’s Talk Science did more than engage
the school children she encountered. They were also
great grounding for her career.
“The fact that I was comfortable communicating
science prepared me for being an outward-facing
scientist with a company,” Stanford says.
Her involvement with Let’s Talk Science spans four
institutions. She started volunteering as a Master’s
student in medicine at Memorial University in

Newfoundland in 1999, paired with a school in St.
John’s. When she went on to Dalhousie University for
her PhD in microbiology and immunology, Stanford
and two other graduate students started a Let’s Talk
Science chapter.
She became a Let’s Talk Science alumni member
when she went to Western University (Robarts
Research Institute) for her post-doctoral studies,
then continued on the Outreach team when she
went to the University of Ottawa.
Stanford was drawn to the chance to share her
knowledge and love of science with young students.
She feels the opportunity not only inspires children,
but also reinforces the value of explaining science (to
anyone) at a basic level.
“The kids are a trial by fire because they’re brutally
honest,” she says. “If they don’t understand what
you’re saying, they won’t pretend. You also get the
best questions because there’s no filter.”
She says it’s important to reach children with
Let’s Talk Science as young as possible before they
pigeonhole themselves into ideas of academic paths
and careers. The volunteer team is part of a broader
effort to help the students enjoy, understand and
possibly pursue science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM).
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“Let’s Talk Science was a perfect fit for me,” Stanford
says. “I really liked the idea of the graduate students
going to the classrooms and building relationships.
It was important for the kids to see people who do
science in an approachable way. It can also break
down certain barriers around what people assume is
a scientist.”

The volunteers help children and youth to explore
STEM through meaningful and exciting hands-on/
minds-on learning experiences. These experiences,
more broadly, cultivate competencies needed for
future success, including critical thinking, problemsolving, communication and collaboration.
As the importance of STEM education continues
to grow, so does the demand for Let’s Talk Science
Outreach programs. In 2019, Let’s Talk Science
added its 50th site at the Université du Québec
à Chicoutimi.
The Let’s Talk Science volunteer community now
stands at nearly 4,000. Through a network of
university and college sites, they ensure access to
experiential STEM learning and serve as positive role
models to the young people they visit.
While Let’s Talk Science provides a chance to give
back, volunteers also gain. They meet like-minded
people and broaden their network. They develop
experience, from communications to leadership, that
improve their own skills and employability. Let’s
Talk Science also sets up volunteers for success
by providing training, activity kits, funding and
materials.
Stanford is still involved with Let’s Talk Science as
a judge for some of the organization’s National
Volunteer Awards. She appreciates the impact in
a different way too. Last year, when she picked up
her eight-year-old son from an after-school program,
she learned that his class had welcomed Let’s
Talk Science volunteers from Dalhousie University.
Everything had come full circle. “He loved it,”
she says.

From her early volunteer days, Stanford still has
her old Let’s Talk Science t-shirt, as well as a mug
with an image of Einstein and the words “stop
the stereotype”. Her son once asked her what
“stereotype” meant. Stanford explained that some
people used to think that scientists only looked a
certain way. He looked at his mom and said,
“That doesn’t make sense.”
“That’s progress“, says Stanford. “In our world
science is everywhere. Science literacy isn’t just
about education but about life skills.“
Stanford feels that everyone should understand the
diversity of science – in the subject matter, in what
being a scientist means and in who can be one. She
is proud to have had the chance to help spread all
those messages as a volunteer.

Since 1993, Let’s Talk Science has
sent trained volunteers like Stanford
to elementary and high school
classrooms, libraries and
community events.
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Expanding career education
Rapid technological advancements are driving
significant transformation in every career. According
to the World Economic Forum, 65 percent of
children now entering primary school will ultimately
work in a job that doesn’t exist today. In addition
to the changing competencies required, attitudes
towards career paths are changing.
We have entered into a ‘gig economy‘ where
individuals are most likely to have more than one
career in their lifetime. STEM skills are inherently
transferable and are critical for success in this
changing landscape. Yet, most students leave STEM
studies early simply because they don‘t understand
where it can lead. Over the past decade, youth
attitudes towards STEM have improved considerably.
However, their own self-confidence and interest in
STEM tends to decline with age.
When you are equipped with knowledge about
career options, you can be better prepared for the
future. Career discovery resources at Let’s Talk
Science aim to show youth that an interest and
background in STEM skills are important to their

future lives and that it can lead to a variety of
interesting careers.
In 2018-2019, Let’s Talk Science made a significant
commitment to career education and skill
development for educators, youth and volunteers.
Nearly 100 new career profiles were developed
showcasing a wide range of STEM-related careers.
Driven by a commitment to accessibility and
inclusivity for all Canadian educators and youth,
25 percent of these new profiles feature French firstlanguage professionals.
“My Grade 10 careers class isn’t about coming out
of the course with a path of what you plan on doing
for a career, it’s about coming out of the course
with a whole bunch of ideas and different directions
that students might want to pursue,” says Jennifer
Reid, Director of Guidance Counseling and Grade 10
Careers Educator at Albert College in Belleville, ON.
This year, Let’s Talk Science partnered with
ChatterHigh, an online career pathways platform
that uses gamification to engage students’ interest

and help them discover careers they may not
have considered. Students answer questions after
reading or watching material on a specific career
and, once they provide a correct answer, they gain
points that can be used towards monetary rewards
for their school, or donated to a charity.
“ChatterHigh is thrilled to partner with Let’s Talk
Science and Compugen to run our 4th national
competition between middle and high schools
across Canada,“ says Lee Taal, Founder & CEO
ChatterHigh Communications Inc. “Students benefit
in other ways when they actively explore. Current
research highlights the connection between career
development and mental health, and how critical it
is to build hope. Research by the Canadian Career
Development Foundation shows that ChatterHigh’s
innovative and unique activity not only helps
students build knowledge of their options, but
creates a significant increase in a student’s selfconfidence around planning for their future, and
raises hope.“

“ChatterHigh’s innovative and
unique activity not only helps
students build knowledge of their
options, but creates a significant
increase in a student’s self-confidence
around planning for their future, and
raises hope.”
Free to educators and youth, it hosts questions on
a variety of jobs, including Let’s Talk Science career
profiles. Students participating in this platform
demonstrated a 12 percent increase in awareness of
potential career opportunities.
“As a tuition-based independent school, most
students come with the outlook of ‘I want to be
a doctor, I want to be an engineer, I want to be
a dentist,‘ says Reid. “ChatterHigh and Let’s Talk
Science have opened my students‘ eyes to see what
else you can do within these fields that maybe they
hadn’t known about before.”
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VOL.1
VOL.1
Calm down...
Calm down...

We are on the dawn of a robot uprising
We are on the dawn of a robot uprising

not that kind of uprising.
not that kind of uprising.

go places we can’t...
go places we can’t...
Humans design, program, and
maintain robots to drop stuff off...
Humans design, program, and
maintain robots to drop stuff off...
And do things we
don’t want to do.
And do things we
don’t wantMEOW
to do.

blow stuff up
...
blow stuff up
...

MEOW

Even though
we depend on
Even though
them,
robots
we depend
still
need on
them,
robots
humans
to
still them
need
tell
humans
what to to
do.
tell them
what to do.

ROBOTICS ENGINEER
ROBOTICS ENGINEER

for now...
for now...




That’s a Real Job
Through a multi-platform approach, Let’s Talk
Science is positioned as the ‘first stop’ for career
exploration.
Let’s Talk Science piloted a promotional video
campaign, That’s a Real Job, through social media
and ads at select Cineplex theatre locations in
Newfoundland and Labrador. The campaign
delivered 2.5 million impressions and over 50,000
views. The campaign was targeted toward Grade
8 and 9 students to build career awareness for
jobs that youth haven’t thought of related to STEM
and to encourage them to stick with STEM and
keep opportunities open. This ad campaign was
celebrated at the annual IABC Newfoundland and
Labrador Pinnacle Awards, recognizing excellence
in the field of communications.
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Supporter Listing

v 10 years or more of support
9 5 years or more of support
j in-kind support
Y new supporter

Let’s Talk Science gratefully acknowledges gifts received between
September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019

VISIONARIES

CATALYSTS

Thank you to these Visionary donors for making a significant impact
through current commitments of at least $1,000,000.

($500,000 - $999,999)

9

9
TM

Mitchell A. Baran
INNOVATORS
($250,000 - $499,999)

Digital Literacy
Supporter

9

The Colcleugh
Leadership Program

Richard & Leigh Dobson

9

9

CHAMPIONS
($100,000 - $249,999)

The Gordon & Ruth Gooder
Charitable Foundation

Mobility Partner

The Hearn Family
Foundation

DISCOVERERS

9

($50,000 - $99,999)
Volunteer Development
Supporter

9

J.P. Bickell
Foundation

Thank you to 3M Canada for their
contribution of supplies for the
Thank you for the in-kind support
Let’s Talk Science Challenge
for TomatosphereTM from:
engineering design challenges.
HeinzSeed, Stokes Seeds, the
For information about contributing
Thank you to all donors
University of Guelph and the
to Let’s Talk Science, visit:
who gave anonymously.
Canadian Space Agency.
letstalkscience.ca/Support

Charitable BN:
88540 0846 RR0001
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EXPLORERS

FRIENDS

($25,000 - $49,999)

The Young Fund at the

BUILDERS
($10,000 - $24,999)

The Foulkes Family

Galin Foundation

AbCellera Biologics Y
Inc.
CIPS Saskatchewan Y
Emergent
BioSolutions
Genome British
Columbia
Optimist Club of
Forest Glade
Rogers Y
Communications
Seven Oaks School 9
Division
St. Jude School Y
Council Account
University of Guelph
University of Toronto
Versature Y
Ville de Dieppe /
City of Dieppe
Valerie Beyer
Julie Bourbeau
Laura Brown
Mircea Budaca Y
Geoff & Amy-Lynn
Burian Y
Glenda & Darren 9
Casimir
Barbie Cavaliere
Cailin Clarke
& John Greig
Jane & Ben Davis Y
Lynn FitzPatrick 9
Geno Francolini
Randy & Andrea 9
Frank
Joaquin Garcia 9
Samantha Glover
Susan Gossage Y
Elizabeth Grant Y
Carolyn Gray Y

v

Warren & Joanne Granger

Gerald Heffernan

v

PIONEERS
$1,000 - $9,999

Advance Ontario Y

Automotive Recyclers 9
of Canada
Aviva Foundation Y
The Azrieli Foundation
BC Children’s Hospital Research
Institute

Canadian Council for the Arts Y

Centre for Commercialization 9
of Regenerative Medicine
Center for Drug Research and
Development
Chemistry Industry 9
Association of Canada
Children’s Health Research Y
Institute at Western University
CIBC Children’s Foundation

BC Hydro 9

Citrix

Bonavista Energy Corporation

Computer Room Services Y
Corporation

Brandon Area Community Y
Foundation
Bruce H. Mitchell

Enterprise Holdings 9
Foundation

Cadillac Fairview Y
Corporation Limited

Gore Mutual Y

Gilead Alberta
Innovative Medicines Canada 9
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Michael Heffernan Y
Jenna Hille
Magdalena Krol Y
David Lapides &
Ilana Krygier Lapides
Dr. John Ley 9
Dentistry Professional
Corporation
Stephen Lippa Y
Erin Macpherson
Melanie Maddix 9
Vanessa McVicar
Christine Meharg 9
Sol Meyer 9
Julie Misener
& Leon Levin
André & Susan 9
Motuzas
Desirée Newhook
Graham Orpwood
Gregor Richards
Stacey Ross Y
Joanna Sanders
Johann Seidler Y
Mike & Tracy
Simpson
Toni-Marie Skinner Y
Charlotte Sobolewski Y
Jillian Steele 9
Kim & Scott Taylor
Meghan Tennant
Carolyn Tomkins
& Aly MacDonald
Mattea & Joseph 9
Turnbull
Suzanne Welsh
Heather Williams 9
Edward Yang Y
Ahtsham Yousaf Y

Insception Lifebank 9
Cord Blood Program

TransAlta Corporation Y

MDA

Best Buy Canada Ltd j

Mount Sinai Hospital
Ontario Institute for 9
Regenerative Medicine
Preventous Inc. Y

Queen’s Physics P22 Class Y
Shultz Family Fund at 9
The Calgary Foundation

v
Stantec Consulting Limited v
SickKids Research Institute

Western University
The HeinzSeed Company 9 j
Scholar’s Choice Yj

University of Guelph 9 j
Department of Plant Agriculture
You Be The Chemist Canada j
The Annan Family
Vanessa Nelson
Michele Noble 9

Sunnybrook Health 9
Sciences Centre

Will Rogers & Helen Ferkul 9

TELUS Corporation

Sam Z. Solecki

The University of British
Columbia

Linda Thomas

Bonnie Schmidt

v

Craig & Cheryl White 9

v
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Statement of Financial Position
Year ending August 31, 2019 with comparative figures for 2018
REVENUE

2019

2018

Corporations

2,675,000

2,515,000

Federal Government and Agencies

4,165,000

4,497,000

42,000

559,000

1,362,000

972,000

396,000

317,000

$8,640,000

$8,860,000

Program Wages and Benefits

4,803,000

4,225,000

Program Delivery and Development

2,074,000

3,282,000

Marketing and Communications

339,000

476,000

Training, Development and Conferences

370,000

160,000

Information Systems and Technology

401,000

134,000

General and Administrative

542,000

511,000

$8,529,000

$8,788,000

111,000

72,000

Provincial Governments
Individuals and Foundations
Fees and Other
EXPENDITURES

Increase in Resources

Expenditures by Program
2%

$8,788,000

6%

Research & Evaluation and Raising Awareness

26%

Insights

27%

Educator Experience
Youth and Volunteer Experience

40%

Digital Development

Revenue Sources
Total Revenue $8,860,000
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Partner Highlight - Hibernia
Since 2011, Hibernia Management and Development
Company Ltd. (HMDC) has been a strategic partner
of Let’s Talk Science. HMDC’s support helps to
shape awareness of the importance of engaging
youth in continuing a STEM education and ensures
they have the skills required for a broad range
of career opportunities. HMDC has remained
committed to supporting Let’s Talk Science’s work
with educators and students across Newfoundland
and Labrador through public awareness and
education campaigns, numerous volunteer
efforts made by HMDC employees, as well as
transformational financial investments that support
STEM programs.
“HMDC is proud to partner with Let’s Talk Science
to get students excited about science, technology,
engineering and math. Students with an early interest
in those subject areas are more likely to pursue a
career in related fields, including oil and gas,” said
Scott Sandlin, President of Hibernia Management
and Development Company Ltd. “We continue to
collaborate with various outreach groups and postsecondary institutions to encourage diversity and
interest in STEM education through program support,
student work terms, and encouraging our employees
to volunteer at related events.”
The impact of this support has been significant.
From HMDC’s initial investment to today, Let’s
Talk Science has increased its school penetration
across Newfoundland and Labrador to 92 percent

with over 500,000 youth interactions across our
programs (including nearly 200,000 youth engaged
with Let’s Talk Science Outreach alone).
Since the beginning of this partnership, Let’s Talk
Science has mobilized post-secondary student
volunteers in Newfoundland and Labrador who, in
turn, have devoted over 13,000 hours delivering
more than 3,000 workshops. Let’s Talk Science has
also been a key partner in the Grades 1–5 and high
school curriculum implementation in partnership
with both English and French school districts.
Thanks, in part, to HMDC’s financial support, we
can maintain our driving commitment to equity and
accessibility and provide program access at no cost.
With such a significant and longer range investment,
Let’s Talk Science is now servicing almost every
teacher in the province from Kindergarten-Grade 6.
When youth are equipped with critical skills and
knowledge, they will be better prepared to navigate
a complex global economy and thrive. They will be
empowered to choose career pathways, determine
education requirements, appropriate postsecondary programs and more.
Thanks to HMDC’s ongoing support, we are
bringing together the Newfoundland and Labrador
education system with the STEM community, in
order to develop a talented generation of citizens,
workers, entrepreneurs, innovators and change
agents needed for Canada’s future.
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