Instructions for Let’s Talk Science Workshop

Below are instructions to set up for the workshop, please have this done before the session. If you have any questions
about the “Before the Workshop” or “After the Workshop” feel free to email us at talksci@queensu.ca.

Before the Workshop
1. Go to: https://github.com/LTSQueens/Trip to Mars
2. Click the “launch binder” shown in the red box below:

3. This will take awhile to load the first few times. Please load it before the session on October 31st. The screen
should look like the image below:
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4. Once it is finished loading, the screen will look like this image below, please click Trip To Mars.ipynb shown
in the red box:

5. The Jupyter Notebook should open and look like the image below:

6. Then go to “View” and click “Toggle Line Numbers” as shown in the red box below:
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7. Then there should be line numbers in the left of the cells as shown in the red box below:

After the Workshop
After you have attempted all of the questions, here are instructions on how to get to the solutions. Also, If you
enjoyed coding here are some instructions for getting python set up on your own computer and resources for learning
how to code!

Opening the Solutions
Follow steps “Before the Workshop”, but for step four click Trip To Mars Solutions.ipynb shown in the red box:

Installing Python and Launching Jupyter Notebook
1. Go to: https://docs.anaconda.com/anaconda/install/
2. Click the install link for your computer (Windows, macOS, or Linux) as shown in the image below:
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3. Follow the instructions and ensure to also follow the “Verify your Installation” instructions shown in the
example image below for Windows in the red box:

4. Once you have installed Anaconda, you can then launch the Anaconda Navigator. From here you will be able
to launch Jupyter Notebook as shown in the red box below:

5. Once you click the launch button, it will open in your web browser, and you can navigate through your
computer’s files to open the notebook you wish to work on as shown in the image below:
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You will also notice a bunch of other applications other than Jupyter Notebook that are available to launch
from the navigator. For example, you will see JupyterLab, which is the next-generation environment of the Jupyter
Notebook. You will also see R studio, which is a development environment for R, a language that is very useful
for statistics. Note the Learning tab on the left hand menu. If you click that tab, you will see a page like the one
below. This section has loads of learning to code resources, but to start you will probably only need to look at the
Python tutorial and Python reference documents.

Resources to Learn Coding
• https://www.learnpython.org/
• https://www.codecademy.com/catalog/language/python
• https://www.udemy.com/course/free-python/
• https://developers.google.com/edu/python/

Final Note
A lot of coding, even for professional programmers, is debugging your code, so don’t get discouraged if your code
isn’t doing what you want it to do right away! Make up small projects for yourself, keep practicing, and in no time
you will be proficient at coding.

5

